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East Providence Conservation Commission 
 

January 18, 2011 
East Providence City Hall - Room 306 

7:30 PM 
Meeting Minutes 
 
Members present: Lorraine Nik (Chair), Frank Dias, Keith Gonsalves, and James Boyd 
(Secretary). Note: Wayne Barnes attended briefly, but was primarily occupied with City Council 
presentation on Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
 
Call to Order 
Chair L. Nik called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.  
 
Review of Minutes 
The Commission reviewed and approved the minutes from the November 16, 2010 meeting on a 
motion by K. Gonsalves and seconded by F. Dias. 
 
Planning Department Update (written summary provided by W. Barnes) 
Ten Mile River Hydroelectric feasibility study - A feasibility study report for a small-scale 
hydroelectric facility at Hunt’s Mill was recently submitted to the Planning Department and is 
under review. 
 
Forbes Street landfill closure & solar energy proposal - It was reported that an estimated 50,000 
cubic yards of clean fill material from the I-195 demolition project is being used to cover the 
former City landfill. The City is seeking a grant proposal for a solar energy project on a portion 
of the site. 
 
Seaconke Trails Committee - The Town of Seekonk has acquired property at the Southeast 
corner of Arcade and Ledge Roads and will be used to link trails behind the town hall and 
YMCA with the existing trail network along the Turner Reservoir. soA meeting of the 
Committee was held last week where it was reported that the Seekonk Land Trust has an 
opportunity to purchase a parcel of land at the southeast corner of Ledge and Arcade Roads in 
Seekonk. The parcel is key to linking existing trails behind the Newman YMCA with the 
network along Turner Reservoir. 
 
Conservation Commission Website - The Planning Department now has authorization to manage 
the Conservation Commission webpage content. 
 
Letters of Support for Blackstone Valley National Park - It was reported that letters of support 
were submitted to Senators Reed and Whitehouse and Representative Cicciline. 
 
Hazard Mitigation Plan - Wayne was attending the City Council meeting to present the FEMA-
approved Hazard Mitigation Plan for Council approval and adoption. 
 
East Bay Energy Consortium - Nine East Bay communities, including East Providence, are 
seeking development of a wind energy project at the Tiverton Industrial Park near Route 24 and 
Fish Road. 
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Correspondence 
CRMC Public Notice - The state coastal zone management agency has issued public notice for 
the City of East Providence’s proposal to construct a new sewer force main from the existing 
Watchemoket pump station along the East Bay Bicycle Path to the City’s wastewater treatment 
facility in Riverside. 
 
RI Association of Conservation Commissions - The RIACC notified the Commission that a 
meeting will be held on January 27 with a discussion concerning low to moderate income 
(affordable) housing projects and the current local review process. 
 
Continued Business 
2010 Commission Annual Report - On a motion to accept by J. Boyd and seconded by F. Dias, 
the Commission voted to approve the draft annual report prepared by W. Barnes and forward 
same to the City Council with “respectfully submitted by Lorraine Nik, Conservation 
Commission Chair.” 
 
New Business 
George Kent Memorial Bench - The Commission determined that the memorial bench project 
should be the first project to be accomplished for 2011. Ideas were discussed for funding the 
project as well as suitable locations. It was tentatively decided that the bench should be installed 
along the new segment of the Ten Mile River Greenway Bike path that connects Slater Park in 
Pawtucket with the Kimberly Ann Rock Athletic Fields off Ferris Avenue in East Providence. 
 
2011Commission Workplan - The Commission discussed the G. Kent memorial bench noted 
above along with finalizing the Boyden Heights trail entrance along the East Bay Bike Path with 
a kiosk and trail map. An Earth Day (April 16) clean up was also discussed for the coastal 
shoreline area along the Boyden Heights Conservation Area. 
 
Election of Commission Officers - On a motion by J. Boyd and seconded by K. Gonsalves, the 
Commission voted to defer nomination and election of officers until the next meeting to allow all 
members to participate in the process. 
 
Adjournment 
The Commission voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:39 PM on a motion by K. Gonsalves and 
seconded by F. Dias. 
 
The next regularly scheduled Conservation Commission meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
February 15, 2011 at 7:30 pm in Room A (1st floor) East Providence City Hall 
 
Respectfully submitted, James Boyd, Secretary 


