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East Providence Conservation Commission 
 

June 21, 2011 
East Providence City Hall - Room 306 

7:30 PM 
Meeting Minutes 
 
Members present: Lorraine Nik (Chair), John Rose (Vice Chair), Wayne Barnes, John 
Burridge, Frank Dias, and James Boyd (Secretary). 
 
Public present: Wesley Plante 
 
Call to Order 
Chair Nik called the meeting to order at 7:33 PM. 
 
Review of Minutes 
The Commission voted to approve the May 31 meeting minutes on a motion by W. Barnes and 
seconded by J. Burridge. 
 
Planning Department Update 
Forbes Street landfill closure & solar energy proposal - Wayne reported that the landfill capping 
has been completed with materials from the I-195 project. Consultants are working on a site 
remediation and drainage plan for area of the landfill where the solar energy project is planned. 
 
Chair Nik offered Mr. Plante the opportunity to address the Commission regarding the planned 
solar energy project. He expressed concern about the City’s agreement with the proposed project 
developer over hazardous material handling should any be discovered during the construction 
phase. He referenced an agreement dated November 10, 2010. He recommended that trees be 
planted around the perimeter of the site to serve as bioremediation and at a later date they could 
be harvested providing revenue for the City. The Commission thanked Mr. Plante for his 
comments. 
 
Ten Mile River Fish Ladder update - The Hunts Mill fish ladder is about 80% completed, while 
the Turner Reservoir will be lowered after July 1 to allow further work at the upper end of the 
fish ladder. 
 
Seaconke Trails Committee - The Seekonk Town Council allocated $16,000 for a feasibility 
study for new trails in the Arcade Avenue parcel. The committee is awaiting a Commonwealth 
grant for additional trail work. 
 
Boyden Heights pump station - Wayne presented a detailed plan for the sewer line connection 
between the existing pump station on Boyden Blvd. and the planned sewer line along the bike 
path. It appears that the sewer line connection work will avoid disrupting the trail entrance and 
the bench installed by the Commission. The project is expected to be completed by August 2013.  
 
City Hazard Mitigation Plan - Wayne reported FEMA approved the plan on May 10, 2011. 
 
Correspondence - None 
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Continued Business 
National Trails Day Event - The Commission attended the June 4, 2011 event at the Newman 
YMCA. 
 
George Kent Memorial Bench - Wayne reported that he had contacted the Chief and was 
informed that the Beneficent group could only contribute $50 towards the bench project. The 
Chief suggested that more money could be provided if the bench was relocated to the 
Wampanoag Trail fire station rather than the proposed Ten Mile Bikeway Path. The Commission 
discussed this option at length and agreed unanimously that the bench must be placed along the 
bikeway path as originally planned. The Commission then discussed alternative financing 
options and determined that perhaps the best option was an account established in City Hall to 
accept donations. Wayne indicated that he would check with the City Finance Department to see 
if that option would be possible and report back to the Commission at the next meeting. 
 
General Assembly Bill H5547 - Jim reported on the status of legislation regarding refuse 
disposal that was scheduled for consideration by the House the same evening as the Commission 
meeting.  The bill would place further restrictions on construction and demolition debris facilities 
and would affect operations at Pond View Recycling on Dexter Road. Subsequent to the 
Commission meeting and amended bill was passed by both the House and Senate and signed by 
the Governor effective July1, 2011 
 
New Business - none 
 
Adjournment 
The Commission voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 PM on a motion by J. Boyd and seconded 
by F. Dias. 
 
The next regularly scheduled Conservation Commission meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
July 19, 2011 at 7:30 pm in Room A (1st floor) East Providence City Hall 
 
Respectfully submitted, James Boyd, Secretary 


