East Providence Conservation Commission
September 20, 2011
East Providence City Hall - Room 306
7:30 PM

Meeting Minutes

Members Present: Lorraine Nik (Chair), John Burridge, Wayne Barnes, Keith
Gonsalves and Frank Dias

Call to Order
Chair Nik called the meeting to order at 7:34 pm
Review of Minutes

The commission voted to approve the June 2011 minutes on motion by John
Burridge and seconded by Frank Dias.

Planning Department Update

Forbes Street Landfill Closure Project and Solar Energy Proposal -There is not much
to report except for concerns of residents regarding the “squish factor”. The “squish
factor” has been used to describe the level that the water table may rise due to
heavy material being deposited on the land. A “squish factor” test determined that
the water level might rise by approximately 1/8 inch.

Tropical Storm Irene Debris - DEM had previously determined that the Forbes
Street landfill area would be an excellent place to store debris from Hurricane Irene.
However, after vandals started a fire there, DEM decided to not store any other
debris. The City of East Providence is the only entity storing debris there at this
time.

Fish Ladder Progress - The Omega Dam bid ended August 2011. The Army Corps of
Engineers has already moved the gas lines that impeded the progress.

A Cofferdam was built at the Turner Reservoir. Keith Gonsalves stated that the fish
ladders may be done by spring, but it is just a guess.

Hunts Mill Landscape Project - Large granite blocks were positioned in an area
where a Carousel was located in the early 20w century. A low environmental impact
trail starting from the gazebo area heading to the northwestern area and then
curving around towards the location of the carousel is now in place. One idea of
having a terrace garden behind the gazebo will require a tremendous amount of
maintenance. No one wants to undertake this job.

Wayne would like to see native plants planted in the northwestern area that is



parallel to the stone wall. Keith wants to thank the parties responsible for taking the
tree out of the chimney.

Boyden Heights - The Boyden Height area was highly impacted by Hurricane Irene.
Many large trees came down across trails. People are making paths around these
trees. These paths are eroding away the soil.

Proposed George Kent Memorial Bench - The Finance Director can set up an
account for donations. However, the Director is in the middle of doing the City of
East Providence Budget. Wayne will talk to them after the Budget has been
completed.

Correspondences

CRMC Public Notice - This is a notice that a plan of action is due by September 22,
2011 for all High Hazard Dams in case of failure. There are two high hazard dams in
East Providence, the Bucklin Point Dam and the Turner Reservoir Dam. The Turner
Reservoir has such a plan in place. The Bucklin Point dam is a levee that a road goes
over, and is a wetland alteration. There is no emergency action plan for this dam. It
is on private property and is the responsibility of the Narragansett Bay Commission.
Continued Business

Seaconke Trials Committee- The Seaconke Trails Committee is still awaiting grants.
Keith and Wayne were to meet with this group in the coming weeks for a progress
update.

Wesley Plante — The Chair contacted Mr. Wesley Plante and asked that he refer all
questions to the City Manager as this Commission has no authority in making
decisions regarding any proposed development in the Forbes Street landfill area.

New Business

Turner Reservoir Loop Trail Irene Clean-Up - The Reservoir area had minimal
damage due to Hurricane Irene. There were some trees that came down at the
beginning of the trail and went across the path.

Adjournment
The commission voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm on a motion by Keith
Gonsalves and seconded by John Burridge.

The next regularly scheduled Conservation Commission meeting will be held
Tuesday, October 18, 2011 at 7:30 pm in Room A (1st floor) East Providence
City Hall.

Respectfully submitted, Lorraine Nik, Chair



